
Explore the Guatemala program, based in Guatemala’s second largest city — 
Quetzaltenango (pop. 225,000). More commonly known as Xela (the ancient Mayan name 
for the city), this university town is surrounded by Quiche and Mam indigenous villages 
and is near the beautiful Santa Maria and Santiaguito volcanoes.  
 
While living in Guatemala you will experience immersion in and intensive study of Spanish 
language and Latin American culture. The unique academic program in Xela has two 
phases: five weeks of intensive, one-on-one instruction in Spanish, followed by ten weeks of 
continued Spanish instruction, with the addition of elective courses and a service learning 
experience. The Study Abroad Seminar course — taught by the CSB/SJU faculty director 
who accompanies your group — and activities and program excursions throughout the 
country span both phases. The Guatemala program is an excellent opportunity for students 
interested in Hispanic Studies, Latino/Latin American Studies, Peace Studies, and a wide 
range of humanities and social sciences. The Guatemala Program also offers a Pre-Health 
track, allowing students to add a focus on Medical Spanish and Public Health Issues in 
Guatemala.  
 
 

Housing  
Housing is arranged for program participants by the Center for Global Education (CGE).  
You will live in a Guatemalan home (one student per family) to encourage language and 
cultural integration. You will be provided with your meals (three meals a day, seven days a 
week) when in your Guatemalan home. This meal arrangement covers the duration of the 
academic program and is included in the cost of the program. On excursions your director 
will arrange for some group meals, but you will be responsible for other meals. 

Things You Should Know 

 Language prerequisite: 
      Guatemala Studies track: HISP 211  
      Pre-Health track: HISP 112 
 Students study abroad in Guatemala during 

spring semester (early January to early 
May). 

 No student may apply more than 12 credits 
from study abroad towards a major or 
minor in Hispanic Studies. 

 This program can accommodate up to 18 
qualified students. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Financial Considerations 
During a semester abroad, CSB/SJU students 
pay the same tuition as if on campus. Instead 
of paying a Room and Board Fee, all CSB/SJU 
students studying abroad pay an Education 
Abroad Fee. The Guatemala Education Abroad 
Fee for 2017-2018 was $5,500. The fee will 
increase for 2018-2019 and is subject to 
change due to unanticipated increases in 
expenses and exchange rate fluctuations. Please 
note the items included/not included in the 
program fee. The figures in parenthesis below 
are estimates.  
 

Included in the Program Fee: 
1. Administrative costs & fees  
2. Orientation program expenses 
3. Housing & Meals while the program is in session 
4. On-site tuition & instructional costs 
5. Course-related excursions 
6. CISI Medical & Evacuation Insurance  

Not Included in the Program Fee: 
1. Non-program travel or housing 
2. Passport application fee ($135) 
3. Round-trip airfare ($950) 
4. Medical/travel exams/consultations 
5. Food/meal expenses on group excursions 
6. Personal & Miscellaneous ($850)  
 

For information on financial aid and 
scholarships for study abroad please visit the 
“Financing Study Abroad” section of the CGE 
website. 
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For more information about study abroad programs, policies, and the  
application process visit the CGE website. The application deadline for all  
2018-2019 study abroad programs is Tuesday, January 23, 2018 at Noon. 



GUATEMALA ACADEMIC PROGRAM 

 REQUIRED COURSES                                         
COLG 385 
IC 
EL 
 

STUDY ABROAD SEMINAR (4 credits). The goal of the Study Abroad Seminar program is to expose students to the richness and diversity 
found on-site in their host culture and to more fully immerse the students into that culture. The course will include pre-departure, on-site and re
-entry activities. A course description will be provided by the program director after students are accepted for the program. This course will be 
designed to develop intercultural skills and awareness and will meet the requirements of the Intercultural and Experiential Learning Requirement 
for the Common Curriculum. (CSB/SJU Faculty). This class does not count towards the HISP major or minor. 

 LANGUAGE COURSES—You should consult a Hispanic Studies professor before registering for Hispanic Studies courses. Normally, 
during Phase I you will take one course from among HISP 116, 215, 216, 315, 316 or 363 and during Phase II you will take a second course 
from HISP 215, 216, 265, 315, 316, 363, OR 365. 

HISP 215 INTERMEDIATE SPANISH I (4 credits). This course meets the requirement of HISP 211 on campus. 
HISP 216  INTERMEDIATE SPANISH II (4 credits). This course meets the requirement of HISP 212 on campus. 
HISP 265 INTERMEDIATE MEDICAL SPANISH ABROAD (4 credits). (Phase II only). This course is open to students on the Pre-Health track who 

complete HISP 116 or HISP 215 during Phase I. This course can be substituted for HISP 211 or HISP 212 on campus.  
HISP 315 SPANISH CONVERSATION ABROAD (4 credits). This course meets the requirement of HISP 311 on campus.  
HISP 316 SPANISH COMPOSITION ABROAD (4 credits). This course meets the requirement of HISP 312 on campus, a prereq for earning higher-

level Spanish credits. 
HISP 363 ADVANCED SPANISH ABROAD (4 credits). Idiomatic and structural usage of Spanish. Students will have written and oral practice on 

firsthand experiences and situational encounters. This class satisfies the linguistics requirement in the HISP major. Prereq: HISP 312/316.  
HISP 365 ADVANCED MEDICAL SPANISH ABROAD (4 credits). (Phase II only). This course is open to students on the Pre-Health track who 

complete HISP 216, HISP 315, HISP 316, or HISP 363 during Phase I. This 4–credit course can be applied towards the HISP major or minor. 
 ELECTIVE SEMINAR COURSES    (NOTE: Courses marked LLAS count towards the Latino and Latin American Studies minor.) 
HISP 321 MAYAN SOCIETIES: HISTORY, POLITICS, AND ECONOMY (4 credits, LLAS). How should Mayan societies in Guatemala be 

understood? What reading should be given to the “original” demands of Mayan culture in the context of a globalized economy? What are the 
historical and contemporary constructions of autonomy and self-governance in Mayan societies? These are the questions that form the basis of 
the course, Sociedades Mayas: Historia, Política y Economía. We will approach the subject by analyzing these questions through reading 
contemporary and historical texts that suggest various possible responses. (Taught in Spanish). This class satisfies the culture requirement in the 
Hispanic Studies major. Prereq: HISP 312 or concurrent enrollment in HISP 316.  

HISP 356D 
HIST 324 

GUATEMALAN HISTORY (4 credits, LLAS). This course will introduce students to important issues in Guatemalan history. Topics will range 
from pre-Columbian indigenous communities to contemporary Guatemala. The course, however, will focus largely on Guatemala in the 20th 
and 21st centuries. (Taught in Spanish). Cross listed as HISP 356D and HIST 324. When taken as HISP 356D, this course satisfies the culture 
requirement in the Hispanic Studies major. When taken as HIST 324 this course does not count towards the Hispanic Studies major or minor. 
Prereq: HISP 312 or concurrent enrollment in HISP 316.  

HISP 356F 
FA 

TAKING THE STAGE, TAKING ACTION: THEATER OF THE OPPRESSED IN GUATEMALA (4 credits, LLAS). By making use of 
improvisation and audience participation, Theatre of the Oppressed (TO) invites exploration of social issues. This course will introduce students 
to the theoretical and philosophical basis of TO and help students apply those aesthetic concepts and practices to a better understanding of 
Guatemala. Students will experience TO methods by doing participatory theatre exercises and staging their own skits or plays. This course is for 
is for actors and non-actors, actresses and non-actresses. It is for anyone who would hope to act for change. (Taught in Spanish). This class 
satisfies the culture requirement in the Hispanic Studies major. Prereq: HISP 312 or concurrent enrollment in HISP 316.  

SA 375G 
HM  

HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE GUATEMALAN (CONTEXT 4 credits, LLAS). This course examines the interaction of different ethnic, social 
and cultural groups in Guatemala through the lens of universally declared human rights. The country's recent past (armed conflict to peace 
accords and human rights documentation process) provides the backdrop for a focus on contemporary this topics including indigenous law, 
conflict resolution, Maya identities, oral traditions, poverty, and migrations. (Taught in Spanish, with English clarification as needed). Students 
may do readings and written assignments in English & the course does not count towards the Hispanic Studies major or minor. Prereq: HISP 
112/116.  

COLG 362 PUBLIC HEALTH ISSUES IN GUATEMALA (2-4 credits). Using the practice of “accompaniment” as a guiding principle for perspectives on 
global health initiatives, this course considers public health holistically. Drawing from the field of Medical Anthropology, the texts and 
approaches explore a range of health-related issues in Guatemala (maternal health, nutrition, medical pluralism, language use, etc.) through a 
variety of lenses (economic, cultural, political). Students also explore public health issues in the field through practitioner interviews, clinic visits 
and other forms of community engagement. 4-credits option requires concurrent registration in HISP 265 or HISP 365. (Taught in English). 

In Guatemala you must be enrolled in at least 16 
onsite credits. Grades issued on all CSB/SJU 
sponsored programs are recorded on your transcript 
as letter grades. All grades are calculated into your 
cumulative GPA.  
 
Spanish language instruction is an integral part of 
this program. The program is divided into two 
phases of Spanish instruction, each earning 4 credits. 
Phase I is 5 weeks of 5 hours per day, one-on-one 
intensive instruction. Phase II is 10 weeks of 15-20 
hours per week, one-on-one instruction. 
 
The Guatemala program is offered in two tracks. 

 

Track 1: Guatemala Studies 
Prereq HISP 211; Registration includes: 

 4 cr. Study Abroad Seminar 
 4 cr. Spanish language course at the appropriate 

level during Phase I 
 4 cr. Spanish language course at the appropriate 

level during Phase II* 
 4-8 cr. Elective course(s) 
 

*Students who complete HISP 312 prior to study 
abroad take HISP 363 during Phase I; during Phase II 
they do not take a Spanish language course for credit & 
instead enroll in 2 elective courses for 8 credits. 
 

 

Track 2: Pre-Health  
Prereq HISP 112; Registration includes: 

 4 cr. Study Abroad Seminar  
 4 cr. Spanish language course at the appropriate 

level during Phase I 
 4 cr. Medical Spanish language course at the 

appropriate level during Phase II 
 4 cr. Public Health Issues course 

 

Guatemala Orientation  
You must participate in orientation sessions during 
the semester prior to going abroad, including an all 
day Saturday orientation. Additionally, a series of 3-
5 pre-departure sessions are arranged by the your 
Faculty Director. Attendance is mandatory. 


